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ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY IN THE CATH LAB - A TEAM APPROACH TO PERCUTANEOUS VALVULAR INTERVENTIONS 
S. Pislaru
Mayo Clinic College of Medicine, Rochester, MN, USA
Percutaneous interventions in valvular heart disease have become common procedures in the last decade. Beyond traditional mitral and aortic balloon valvuloplasty, transcatheter aortic valve implantation and percutaneous mitral valve repair are now well described interventions. Other less common procedures (percutaneous repair of perivalvular regurgitation, percutaneous closure of pseudoaneurysms) are also being increasingly used.  All these interventions require cooperation between an interventional cardiologist and an echocardiographer. In our experience, effective communication between team members is paramount for the success of these complex interventions.  This presentation will outline the team approach based on representative clinical cases from our institution.

